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PRESS RELEASE

Citizens’ Campaign Week Against the Restrictive CSO Regulatory Framework
March 30, 2009
Following the enactment of the repressive NGO Registration (Amendment) Act 2006, and the suppressive regulations developed by the Internal Affairs Ministry in 2007, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) are raising voices this week to once again draw the country’s attention to the consequences of this law and the proposed NGO Regulations. 

CSOs are launching a long-term citizens’ campaign for a favourable working environment under the theme: “A Courageous Journey: Campaign for a Favourable CSO Operating Environment.”
The drive will be kick started with a Citizen Campaign Week that will run from today March 30, to Friday April 3, 2009. National activities are taking place at Hotel Africana, Kampala. Upcountry activities will be held at regional levels. Mbarara Municipality is the centre of activities for the South Western region. While in the Rwenzori region, activities will take place in Fort Portal town. Gulu town will serve the Northern region, and Soroti will serve the Eastern region.
Under the campaign, CSOs are calling for renewed efforts toward a free and fair operating environment witnessed within the legal, regulatory and policy framework provided by the state. 
A series of activities are scheduled to take place during this week. They include: 

· CSOs’ exhibition at the People’s Space, Hotel Africana on Tuesday March 31, and Wednesday April 1. Showcasing best practise and contributions to national building 
· Several workshops will be held to deliberate on ways of achieving a favourable CSO Environment for the good governance, respect for human rights and development of Uganda. 

· There will be a national public dialogue in the afternoon of Wednesday, April 1. Upcountry convoys from the North, East, West, West Nile and Rwenzori regions are expected to participate in this public dialogue. The caravan teams will make deliberate stop overs along the way to Kampala to address the citizens about the key concerns, in regard to the CSO regulatory framework. The dialogue will highlight pitfalls in the NGO law and implications for civil society operations. 
· On Thursday April 2, 2009, participants will March through the streets of Kampala. NGOs shall then submit a Petition seeking Constitutional interpretation of the 2006 NGO Registration (Amendment) Act, at the Constitutional Court. However, on the same day (Thursday April 2), various satellite campaign activities will be conducted in Kabarole, Gulu, Soroti, Arua and Mbarara districts. 

The Campaign is spearheaded and coordinated by the Development Network of Indigenous Voluntary Associations (DENIVA), the Human Rights Network Uganda, (HURINET-U), and the Uganda National NGO Forum.
Basis of the campaign 

Among several issues, NGOs mainly are seeking Constitutional interpretation of the 2006 NGO Registration (Amendment) Act on the following grounds:

· For vesting arbitrary powers in the office of the internal affairs minister and for not providing NGOs the opportunity to seek justice in courts of law when they are aggrieved {Sections 9, 12 & 13} 
· The Act does not recognise the Constitutional mandate of citizens’ participation in influencing government policies and programmes by denying NGO representation on the NGO Board {Section 4}. As a result, the NGO Board provides no opportunity for citizens to contribute towards their own governance. 
· The Act, under the dual liability provision, unduly implicates NGO staff over and above what is acceptable in international law and even standard company law in Uganda {Section 2 (6}.  

· The Act renders the NGO Board purely as a ‘ghost’ agency in the Ministry of Internal Affairs with no capacity to provide support services to an ever growing NGO sector {Section 6}. It doesn’t offer adequate commitment by Government to strengthen the capacity of the Board to carry out its functions efficiently and effectively. 

· The Act is built on the Government’s overbearing intent to control NGO activities. It therefore provides for unfettered administrative discretion to the NGO Board and minister of internal affairs {Section 2(a)-2(c) and 3(2)b. 
· There is a clear intent to disqualify the formation and registration of many CSOs/NGOs on flimsy regulatory grounds, {section 2(4), 2 (5) (a-c} opposed to the rights of association and formation provided for in the Supreme Constitution
In a nutshell, the 2006 NGO Registration (Amendment) Act recognises less contributions of the NGO sector in Uganda.  
CSOs are also unhappy about the Proposed NGO Regulations 2008 and specifically the following areas;

· The National NGO Board responsible for the registration and supervisory roles on the NGO sector is composed of representatives from government institutions most of whom do not directly relate with NGOs. This raises questions around the ability to promote a high level of independence, integrity and professionalism in executing their duties

· Regulation 13 (a) to (e), for instance, criminalises NGOs’ direct contact with the citizens in carrying out their operations. It requires that a seven day’s notice be given to the authority before making any direct contact with the people in any part of the rural area in Uganda. With such regulations, NGO potential to contribute towards national development in various forms may be affected negatively and stifle its performance. 
· The NGO Board has the authority to terminate and dissolve an organisation based on largely undefined parameters like the board’s judgement. 
The CSO fraternity therefore recommends that the regulatory framework (NGO Registration (Amendment) Act 2006 and the Proposed NGO Regulations 2008) be revisted to include the commitment to promote a vibrant CSO sector, with emphasis on freedom of association and expression as indicated in the 1995 Supreme Constitution of Uganda as amended. A favourable legal framework for NGOs will serve to promote democratic governance and respect for human rights in the country, while at the same time boosting national development. 
For more information, please contact: 
Harriet Namisi Onyanga 

Development Network of Indigenous Voluntary Associations (DENIVA)
490 Makerere Road.





Kagugube Zone,
Block 9 (Near Law Development Centre)
P.O BOX 11224, Kampala 
Phone : 256 - 41 - 530575 / 531150 
Fax    : +256 41 531236
Web   : www.deniva.or.ug    
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